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ever listen to his tapes or look at him on tele-
vision, you know he’s a teacher. He’s teach-
ing people to change how they behave.

Well, it just stands to reason that if you
could get one really great teacher in every
class, in every school building in America,
you would change the culture of that school
building if they had mentoring as part of their
responsibility. So I think this is a huge deal.

But let me say, there’s a lot more to do.
You have to recognize, too, that we have to
do more to get young people into teaching,
even if they only stay a few years—really
bright young people. One of the proposals
I’ve got before the Congress today would
fund several thousand young people going
into inner-city schools and other underserved
areas to teach just for a couple of years and
they would, in turn, get a lot of their college
costs knocked off for doing it. Congress
hasn’t adopted it yet, but I think that’s an-
other important avenue to consider. You’ve
got to—the quality of teaching matters.

Now, I won’t go through my whole edu-
cation agenda with you, but the other thing
that you have to remember whether you’re
in Colorado or anyplace else, is that when
most of us who are my age at least were chil-
dren, the smartest women were teaching be-
cause they couldn’t do anything else for a
living. And they weren’t making much for
doing it, but it was all they could do.

And now, a smart woman can run a big
company, can create a company and then
take it public and be worth several hundred
million dollars, can be elected to the United
States Senate and, before you know it, will
be President of the United States. So that
means if you want good young people to be
teachers, we’re going to have to pay them
more. And that’s—everybody nods their head
and then nobody wants to come up with the
bread to do it, but you’ve got to do it. I mean,
there’s no question about it. If you really
want to maintain quality over a long period
of time, you have to do—you have to pay
people; you have to improve the pay scales.

The best short-run fix is to get really smart
people who did other things and now have
good retirement income to come in because
they don’t need the salary as much, or to
get really smart young people to do it for

a few years as soon as they get out of college
by helping them cover their college costs.

Moderator. Mr. President, Michael Gold-
berg promised me he would show me some
reruns of his brother, the wrestler, on win-
ning his championship after you were done
speaking.

The President. I’m really impressed by
that.

Moderator. You’re running me out of my
time on watching that wrestling. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Michael and Ana Goldberg; Gov. Roy
Romer of Colorado, general chair, Democratic
National Committee; and motivational speaker
Anthony Robbins. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Brunch in Aspen
July 26, 1998

Thank you, Fred. First I’d like to thank
Fred and Lisa for welcoming us into their
modest little home. [Laughter] I live in pub-
lic housing, myself. [Laughter] I want to
thank Roy Romer for the wonderful job he’s
done as the general chair of our party and
also as the Governor of this magnificent
State. I thank all the members of the Demo-
cratic Party’s hierarchy here, Len Barrack
and others who are here. But I want to espe-
cially thank all of you who have been part
of this weekend.

Most of you have already heard me give
two talks and at least I’ve had a night’s sleep
now, but I don’t want to make you go through
it all again. I would like to make a couple
of points very briefly.

First of all, I want to make explicit what
Fred said. You should all feel some sense
of personal responsibility for the buoyant
economy, for the lessening social problems
of our country, for the role that the United
States has been able to play in advancing the
cause of peace and freedom and security in
the world.

So many of you said something nice to me
yesterday about our trip to China, which
would not have been possible had I not been
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elected and reelected. And I think we have
the right policy there, where we’re trying to
advance both our security partnership and
our economic interests and still stick up for
democracy and freedom that we all believe
in. You are responsible for that.

The second point I want to make, very
briefly—it looks like the rain is coming
again—is that in these elections, we’re going
to try to elect more Democrats to the House,
to the Senate, and to the Governor’s office.
We’re going to try to defend the incumbents
that are up for reelection. I honestly believe,
and any major national survey will show, that
nearly two-thirds of the American people
agree with us on virtually every significant
question. And the attacks that Republicans
have raised against Democrats—that we
were weak on the economy; we couldn’t be
trusted on the deficit; we never met a tax
we didn’t like; we were weak on welfare and
crime; we couldn’t be trusted with foreign
policy—all that has no salience anymore.

So, if we can convince the American peo-
ple that by electing more Members to the
House and Senate, they can have more of
the progress they like instead of the partisan-
ship they deplore in Washington day-in and
day-out, instead of letting them get carried
away by the kind of emotional, negative, but
unfortunately, very powerful tactics that our
adversaries used in the last 2 or 3 weeks of
every election, you can take pride that the
next 2 years can produce even more progress
than the last 6 have. That’s what I want you
to think about. That’s what you’ve been here
for. And I am profoundly grateful. Thank you
very much.

Now show everybody the Democrats have
enough sense to get in out of the rain.
[Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Fred
and Lisa Baron, dinner hosts. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Statement on the Death of
David J. McCloud
July 26, 1998

Hillary and I were greatly saddened to
learn of the death in a plane crash of Lieuten-
ant General David J. McCloud, Commander,
Alaskan Command. He hosted us several
weeks ago at Elmendorf Air Force Base on
our way to China and proudly described for
us the mission his command carries out in
furtherance of our national security interests.
General McCloud was a superb airman and
an exemplary leader. He helped ensure that
our forces from all of the military services
were prepared to meet the challenges of the
post-cold-war environment. His impact was
felt throughout the United States Air Force
and the Department of Defense. On behalf
of all Americans, we extend our condolences
to his family and the men and women of the
Alaskan Command that he led so well.

Remarks in a National Forum on
Social Security in Albuquerque,
New Mexico
July 27, 1998

Shootings at the Capitol
Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-

men, before you sit down, if I might, I want
to do something quite serious but, I think,
important here at the beginning. I would like
to ask Senator Domenici and Senator Binga-
man and Congressmen Kolbe and Becerrá
to come up and stand with me, and I’d like
to ask all of us to offer a moment of silent
prayer for the memory and the families of
the two police officers who were slain at our
Nation’s Capitol.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

Amen. Thank you very much.
Let me, now on a somewhat lighter note,

say that Mayor Baca was reeling off all of
his relatives on Social Security—I’m glad to
see one person here who I believe is now


